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little help, your children can get the care they
need to grow up healthy and strong.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
approximately 2:54 p.m. in the Oval Office on

February 22 for later broadcast as a public service
announcement. The transcript was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on February 23.
These remarks were also made available on the
White House Press Office Radio Actuality Line.

Statement on the Verdict in the James Byrd, Jr., Murder Trial
February 23, 1999

When James Byrd, Jr., was murdered, it was
my hope that people would join together across
racial lines to demonstrate that an act of evil
like this is not what our country is all about.
That hope was fulfilled over the past 8 months,
as citizens across the country expressed their
outrage and grief over this tragedy and their
determination to ensure that justice be done.

I hope that the verdict rendered today by
12 citizens in Jasper, Texas, will bring some
sense of closure to the family and friends of
Mr. Byrd. The First Lady and I offer our pray-
ers for them and our hope that their memories
of Mr. Byrd’s life will sustain them in the dif-
ficult time ahead. The jury has spoken. Our
work for racial reconciliation and an end to all
crimes of hatred in this country will go on.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on a Western Hemisphere
Drug Alliance
February 23, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to provide the attached report

on a Western Hemisphere Drug Alliance in ac-
cordance with the provisions of section 2807
of the ‘‘Foreign Affairs Reform and Restruc-
turing Act of 1998.’’ This report underscores
the Administration’s commitment to enhancing
multilateral counternarcotics cooperation in the
region.

Strengthening international narcotics control
is one of my Administration’s top foreign policy
priorities. Because of the transnational nature
of the Western Hemisphere drug trafficking
threat, we have made enhanced multilateral co-
operation a central feature of our regional drug
control strategy. Our counternarcotics diplo-
macy, foreign assistance, and operations have fo-
cused increasingly on making this objective a
reality.

We are succeeding. Thanks to U.S. leadership
in the Summit of the Americas, the Organization
of American States, and other regional fora, the
countries of the Western Hemisphere are taking
the drug threat more seriously and responding

more aggressively. South American cocaine orga-
nizations that were once regarded as among the
largest and most violent crime syndicates in the
world have been dismantled, and the level of
coca cultivation is now plummeting as fast as
it was once sky-rocketing. We are also currently
working through the Organization of American
States to create a counternarcotics multilateral
evaluation mechanism in the hemisphere. These
examples reflect fundamental narcotics control
progress that was nearly unimaginable a few
years ago.

While much remains to be done, I am con-
fident that the Administration and the Congress,
working together, can bolster cooperation in the
hemisphere, accelerate this progress, and signifi-
cantly diminish the drug threat to the American
people. I look forward to your continued sup-
port and cooperation in this critical area.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

February 23, 1999.
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